
Thought for the day – Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

The Election of Matthias 

 The Acts of the Apostles is considered Luke’s second volume of Scripture.  

Our reading today begins with the apostles doing what Jesus commanded them to 

do before he ascended.  They are waiting in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy 

Spirit, for what we now know as Pentecost. 

 Luke tells us that there are about a hundred and twenty men, women and 

probably children there, all waiting and praying together.   The mention of this 

number is not insignificant.  It represents the number required by Jewish law to 

establish a “new community”, so it points to the decisions made being able to be 

validated by the law.  

 Here we see Peter taking the lead again and making the announcement about 

the gap in number of the apostles.  They are down to eleven and he feels this simply 

won’t do.  There were twelve apostles appointed, not arbitrarily, or because there 

happened to be twelve men amongst the disciples that demonstrated the qualities 

and leadership Jesus was looking for.  Twelve were appointed to reflect the twelve 

tribes of Israel, so losing one was troubling from that perspective. 

 Losing one of the companions under the particular circumstances described 

by Peter here, and in the Gospel according to Matthew, must have shaken them to 

the core.  We know from other accounts that Judas was with them and Jesus from 

the beginning, was chosen alongside them and did nothing for any to suspect what 

he was to do.  He is not portrayed as different, less devoted to Jesus than any of the 

others.  When Jesus spoke of a betrayer at their last meal together, none of the 

apostles pointed their finger at Judas. Each of them wondered if they were the one 

who would betray him, “Is it I?”  (Matthew 26:22, Mark 14:19).  The sense that any 

one of them could have been the one who betrayed and then the manner of the 

betrayal would have left them wondering about the strength and sustainability of their 

own faith and works.  

 Peter is bold in how he describes the Holy Spirit working through human 

beings, in this example through David foretelling the betrayal of Judas.  This secures 

the sacred foundation for the casting of lots in the second half of the passage. It will 

not be simply a human act but one of the Holy Spirit working through humans.  This 

is important because it gives validity to the act here and also reminds the people 

present, and us, that the Holy Spirit doesn’t appear for the first time at Pentecost but 

is alongside the disciples at a time when they would have felt alone, worried, 

abandoned.  They can take courage knowing that the Scriptures never speaks of 

abandoning Judas, Judas is the one who takes that step.  But there is some conflict 

here because Judas did it so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.  It was 

predetermined, which always makes me feel rather sorry for Judas, particularly in 

how this has been interpreted over time - his name has become synonymous with a 

person treacherous enough to betray a friend.  We know, but sometimes forget, that 

he was wracked with guilt and took his own life. 



 The second part of the reading focusses on the election of the Matthias.  Luke 

tells us that they proposed two people, Barsabbas and Matthias.  The strict 

qualifications in verses 21-22 for Judas’ replacement point to the role the apostles 

played as the pillars of the church in the New Testament. It had to be a man who had 

been with them throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry. It was to be someone who 

persevered with them.  These also tells us more about the two men proposed than 

we can glean from direct scriptural references to them.  

 And so we proceed to the election, which is prefaced by prayer so that Jesus 

can choose who is to replace Judas, just as he chose the original twelve.  In verse 

20, which we don’t hear this morning Peter quotes from the Book of Psalms, rooting 

their deliberations in both prayer and Scripture. They then cast lots and the lot falls 

on Matthias.  The casting of lots, when marked stones are put into a container and 

shaken until one falls out, is referenced in both the Old and New Testaments, most 

famously when they cast lots for Jesus’ clothing.  Going forward it is never 

mentioned again in the New Testament.  

This passage marks a shift from using a traditional method of discerning 

God’s will, to using Scripture to discern it. Something as vital, fresh and central to our 

discernments today as it was in the Early Church. As we look to the future, let us 

continue to root our discernments and decisions in prayer and Scripture.  Amen.  


